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RE: Discrimination complaint ||| NG

** [ writing to you with the hope that you will hear my complaint and conduct an unbissed investigation.

F;fm Purchase and Conservation Plan
Y7INT L grow up om this 93-acre farm on Mastersonville Road, Manheim, PA (Rapho Township, Lancaster

County) and helped my family farm it. In 1992, my father sold a 1.5 acre lot off a hilly slope of the farm on
Hilitop Road. The lot is barderod on the north, west, and south by the furm and the east side is on Hilltop Roed.
On 10/31/03 my husband and I bought this farm from my father. He died in Feb. *04. Because my son
 expreased interest in the farm, we used a like-kind exchange on our home farm, our life savings and a very large
. mortgage to purchase it." We had to pay market price, but decided to take the financial risk.
e, 1 took responsibility for implemonting the farm’s conscrvation plan in 2005, It included 8 grassed
‘waterway in field 2. (See NRCS Conservation Plso...) In 2005 and 2006 | inquired about federal fupds for the
watsrway and was told there wore no funds and cur farm was not high priority. All other elements of the plan
were fully implemented. To satisfy the plan I sought and obtained permission from the NRCS district
conservationist, John Bert, to do skip plowing, in lieu of the watarway. Erogion was minimized by planting fields
2 and 7 in pecennial forages. No erosion was observed in feld 2.

Excavation, Encroschment, Erosion & Sediment Control violations
" ~In 2008 the third lot owner, , moved in. Our introduction to them was to find a

track hoo cxcavating on our property oa 12/14/08. converted a Rapho Township required retention bssin
to & pond in excess of 15 foet. The inlet pipe was placed in the drainuge cusement that straddles both property
lincs and an outiet pipe oxtcaded 20 feet beyond their property lino onto our land. The pond is ubout 18 feet from
the property.line. Drodged material from the basin was dumped on our lnnd, all pereanial vegetation was
removed, and soil from the stocp wost slope of our land was moved around in piles. Not only was our property
violated, but also multiple Rapho ondinances, Ditch & Drainage Law, and the Clcan Stream Law. Violations
included piping of water, construction in watercourses, and pond location and construction: (Sco Rapho ardinances,

Clean Stroamn Law)
did not respond to multiple attsmpts to speak to him until 12/24/08 when ho gaid that he would

“continue his excavation and worry about property lines later.” [ complained to Erosion and Sediment Control
(E&S) of Lancaster County Conservation District (LCCD) on 12/15/08 about the lack of erosion control
mcnm;rm,a;xiﬂnmﬂcmdhgﬁommnﬁrm. Three woeks of heavy min seriously eroded the denuded northwest
camer'pf our property and excavated dirt piles. The dminage easement recorded in the [JJJJj doed was
compromised and compacted by this excavation. (Photos 105-10, 011-11, 008-9)
I fo EXS visited the site but took no action. PA Erosion and sediment control requires BMPs far
all eurth disturbanco activity and s written plan for any sarth disturbance over 5000 square foet. (3ee PA Codo 102.4.
b (1-8) ¥8 mzies upon complaint either tha Dopsrtment or county conservation distrikt may roquire that the plxn bo submitted for rsview
and approval to ensure complisnce ) No E&S plan exists and excavation on our property was in excess of 10,240 sq. ft.

"+ ." Rapho Township was contacted on 12/15/09. Although Rapho ordinances require 8 DEP permit for pand
excavation and a permit for any excavation or building, [JJJJj bad oo permits. (Seo Rapho ordinssces) Wo leaned
that he was building a garage in addition to the pond. The only action the township tock was t require a building
permit. ¢ mizrepresented setbacks in his building permit. His pole building setbacks are less than 10 feet in
the rear e5g than 20 feet on the left gide which incjudes the drinage casement. Rapho noither checked on his
b\ﬁldhg_gordidtheyeufommqnhedE&Swm(SmBundmwmn) :
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.. On9/6/09 | filed awritien complaint with PA DEP concerning the [ack af ¢ 1k of PA regulations
and permits and requesting Ep'ihthignﬁon. (sce Draft DEP letier2) DEP's invex - SR Ebs d of talking to
I st:ting that I bad not implemented the piped watorway roquired .‘W'S:ddﬂservaﬁon plan.
Plesse refer to the Larson'stiiement ubove and the 2005 plan. A grassed waterovay wits dssignated for field 2.
' Inretaliation for filing a complaint with DEP, we reccived a letter fro tdated 10/8/09 stating that

i a piped waterway must be implemented or we will be subject to fines of $10, . On IWV16/09 we filed a
wrinten request for an.appeal...(soc LCCDIr1 0082009, LOCD sppeal, notics-of request-for-sppeel)—-Rafound out through the -
Ag Preserve Board that our appeal was denled. I never had the opportunity to present any information to an
appeal commitiee and the only response I recetved was o confirm receips of owr request.

s On 10/19/09 ar 11:43 am. a message was recaived indicated that I

'planned to inspect our property
at 2:00 pm that day. [ was not home, but he visited anyway. He vislted agauin on 10/28/09 when I was present.
Following several days of very heavy rain he filed an Earth Disturbance snd Inspection report. (sse Esrth Dismirbence
report) The report said there is water sverywhers but fails to mention the water gushing oato our land from

_Schanz’s pond or from the pipe from the neighboring furm which I pointed out to bim. When I asked ] +bo
is respoansible for storm water runoff, he said “no one.”

I called to his attention the new wet area that occurred after i s construction and its location, on our
property, uphill from the drainage swale and below s garage. This is whoro JJJJJj excavated and took
our tpsoil to place around his building. (See pboto 005-5,) When I anked [ to look at this area, he said, “It is
none of my concern.” His report reflects no contributions/problems from uphill land owners.

NRCS Involvement
Duc to the discriminatory treatment I recsiving from LCCD, I investigated other options hoping to find a

‘ reasonable alternative. I met with NRCS on 12/21/09 and 1/7/10. The NRCS engineer, -& visited the
site in February, and asserted that 's pond was spring fod. I pointed out the cutlet pips e
neighboring farm and the intake and outlet pipe from 's pond. 1also pointed to current water quality
[iterature that recommends alternatives to piping, citing evidence that piping quickly removes water from the sits,
but typically only moves the problem downstream. I said that the LCCD plan contnins ne method of slowing
down the water as it enters Brubaker Run. T expressed concerns about pollutants boing piped directly into the
creek. When I questioned ] about the pond”s piped outlet dumping water directly onto cur land and the
garage’s drain pipe he said NRCS had no responsibility to do anything sbout it, '

. . I presented 2 $12,346.78 plan to handle the problem. Now, two pipes were neoded whero
proviously no pipes were needed. Both pipes start at Hillop Road and join on our property down slope from the
pond aod garge. (Seo NRCS watcrwayplanviews042910) I would like to reiterate that the original grassed waterway
cont $2,396.76 and pipes wore pot considered necessary above the “sespage™ area.

: During the on-gite plan discussion when I questioned this design, [ vsod physically intimidating
body language to get mo to concode. My husband stopped in and ho backed off. On 4/14/10, I said that a
m&dwuﬂdbc&uwnwmdbomq;l:dlwouldneodbsignit This did not occur. [ was presented
with a plan and asked to sign it within two that beld only mo financially and contractually accountablo. My
attorney reviewed the contract and advised me 1o sign it, regardless of the fact that it holds me respousible for
practices instalied on [l 1and, (sce NRCS sppendix, soction D) 50 that I could protuct the anly financial

.’mlhmmgummmmIsi@eddxconuwbecwwlwnooemdmdwuldnotpaythc

m_ .

Rapho 'I'I‘.gmhipmnnm pipes from Groff farm und Schany property to watsrway ,

‘ wet arca/goep that resulted from "8 excavation of our zrod 75 feet of 4 perforated
tile with 2 stone drain/fill with a price of $277.50. mm‘m ! pert

: Tomyuttcrammrpmt,knpboTownshippaidmemmctthodminpipeﬁom g field on the cast
sidcoffﬁﬂhpmadhlbcprpow?xmﬁdcofthemdm-mwunninlctno 18 pond. (xec 003 pipe...
-l).‘_.:t,o;u:aqunmdom.NRCquuundusbinmuﬁlclhzm_'smpatythﬂmnﬁmonbonrmpaly
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and now connects to [l's pond. The connecting pipe‘isiin|direct violation of Rapho Township ordinance, i
storm water management act, and DEP regulations.. (s Stormwazcr Management Act, Dum Safety and Bocroachment and
Rapho Ordinances) An additional 300 feet of perforated draln tilo with stone was installed to sccommodats s e
- unpermitted pond outlet, again at our expense of $1350. The township did not offer to pay any of my expenses. =~
: Iinsisted on a conservation practice to slow down the velocity of piped watcr ag it enters Brubaker Rum
* for which I received no funding. In spite ofq’s assertion that his measurements were extromely accurat, L
cost share reimbursement documents I recerved and used to hire a contractor were 100 feet over whatwas actually "
==~ roimbursed. ‘This wes the first and only time I recéived cost share assistance, 3o ] was unaware of the peed to =~~~
measure the area myself prior to signing documents. When I said that the cost share reimbursement procedura © T T
- 'was inadequuately explained, I was blamed for not asking moro questions. Simply stating that this is the maximur
reimbursement and measurements would be taken after completion would have sufficed. In every instance I had
1-2 days to sign documents with the throat of loss of funding. :

-Summary
- **" " In summary, I was treated in a negative, discriminatory way. I was subjected to a different set of rules and

standards than the adjoining land owners and cocrced into paying for and correcting problems created by others.
Rapho Township ordinances und PA DEP rules were blatuntly dizregarded and violated and no one from LCCD,
NRCS, or Rapho Township held or -accountable for their violations of these rules and ordinances.

' The entire situation was turned on 1ts ko only me accountuble for the problem simply because my farm
liea downstream from the violators. misrepresented the 2005 conservation plan and its requirements to
force me to install a piped waterway. The original plan required o grassed waterway and morphed into a plan
requiring two underground pipes from Hilltop Road. Whea I quostioned the planners and cited “best practico”
approaches, I was ignored, insulted, and intimidated. | was denied the opportunity to appeal the actions of LCCD

+without as much as & hearing. I'was threstened with fines if I did not do exactly as [l directed, and I was
coerced into paying for a “solution” that should have been solved using infiltrgtion methods.

-"_The only enforcement action mkonwastomquirnmetoinshllapipu!wmmway.'mcmcssagctothe
neighboring land owners is violating laws and regulations are of no consequence. The megsage to me is, “If you
question us, we will make you pay.” ~ -

- Because ] am 8 woman and questioned these men in amhotity positions,” I wag treatsd as s second class
citizen, deniod due process, and my civil rights were violated. Becauss fedecal funds are involved, I would like
your adminisiration to investigato my complaint. Every citizen descrves and must recoive squal treatment undor
ﬁz? law aod our laws must be equitably enforced.

PRI

Sincerely,

Ce: Senstor Robert P Casoy ' T
.. Mz, Tom Vilsack, USDA b
Mr. Gregory P Singloton, USDA
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